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Remember: 
Ham Radio Is a Contact Sport! 


Saturday, September 7, 2024, has been postponed due to 
inclement weather. The Hamfest has been rescheduled for 
September 21, 2024. All times and details relating to 
originally scheduled hamfest remain the same. The 
decision to postpone a long-planned event is never easy. 
However, the forecast left no other choice. 


Hamfests are one of the most important social events 
on the ham radio calendar. It is an opportunity to meet 
with fellow hams, talk ham radio, have a chance to win 
attractive door prizes and, of course, purchase ham 
radio related items from a number of motivated sellers. 


The history of the hamfest is shrouded in the fog of 
years, but by 1924 hams were coming together to meet 
in a social setting. By the way, in the UK a hamfest is 
called a ham radio “rally.” Aside from door prizes, 
food and drink, and intermittent raffles and 50-50s, the 
key element of any proper hamfest is the open air 
market where sellers offer a wide range of ham radio 
related products for sale to participants. The items for 
sale range from top of the line new radios (often by 
professional ham radio retailers) to what may 
generously be called “boat anchors” — to electronic 
parts, antique equipment and all manner of ham radio 
related paraphernalia. Finding a gem is often one of the 
joys of coming to a hamfest. The old adage of one 
man’s junk is another man’s treasure applies in spades 
to hamfests. 


Some hamfests are elaborate multi-day events, the most 
famous of course being the Dayton Hamvention, but 
most hamfests are strictly local affairs, as is our own 
FLARC Hamfest. 


If a ham has never been to a hamfest, there can be no 
better introduction to the fun of hamfests than our own 
FLARC sponsored event. 


So remember the new date, September 21, 2024. 
Further details can be found on the FLARC webpage, 
http://FairLawnARC.com 
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THE FLARC HAMFEST! 


POSTPONED DUE TO RAIN FORECAST :(( 
The Fair Lawn NJ Amateur Radio Club (FLARC) Hamfest 


Doors open at 6 AM for Sellers — 8 AM for Buyers 
NOTE: PARKING LOT CLOSED UNTIL 6 AM -- DO NOT COME EARLY 


Saturday, September 21, 2024 (Rain Date) 
Admission: $5.00 Buyer $20.00 Sellers (includes 1 space 8’X16’ and 1 admission) 


Buy 3 spaces get a fourth FREE 


Location: Fair Lawn Memorial Pool —South Parking Lot 
Sellers entrance: Bellair Ave & Essex Street —6 am 
Buyers entrance: Bellair Ave & Dewey Place —- 8 am 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 


Go Here 
for the latest event info and GPS directions 


https://hamfest.FairLawnARC.org 


Free Parking for 300 cars, Refreshments, Handicap Accessible, Real Bathrooms. 


Check out our SUPER DOOR PRIZES 


(must be present to win) 


Bioenno Power QTY 1 15 Amp hour battery with charger and 
60-Watt Solar panel (Value $150.00). 


ARRL Ory 2 $25.00 gift certificates, 
QTY | $50.00 gift certificates _ 
Arrow Antenna Ory 2m/440 handheld satellite antenna. Value $201.00 
DX engineering QTY 2 $100 gift certificates. 
Alpha Antenna OTY 5 $50.00 gift certificates 
Easy Way Books 1 Each Technician, General, Extra Class license manuals 


How to get on HF, Prepper Communications, Chase Work & Confirm DX 


Talk in: W2NPT 145.470 -600 KHZ PL 167.9 Echolink node 300501 
Check www.FairLawnARC.org for weather updates. 
Questions: Call 201-791-3841 (leave name, number, email and short message) 


Email: fairlawnarc@yahoo.com 
Last year we had 40 vendors and 250 buyers attend 


NEW EQUIPMENT, USED EQUIPMENT, BOAT ANCHORS WE HAVE IT ALL 
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Our Sponsors 
trow Antenna yyy g) ARR. 
QW (\ Amateur Radio* 
@) THREE 
8 MOSQUITOS WAYNE ELECTRONICS LLC 
GEAR 
[Rf Easy Way Ham Books Ol 


lex) ALLTRONICS 


~ Proudly Serving the Electronics Industry since 1978 


YX) 


KB’ 


[SyBioenno Powers 


We very much appreciate the Sponsorships and Door 
Prize Donations received from the groups and 
companies whose logos are shown above. 
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Notable Hams by Jim Jalil W2KNG 


This column features notable hams both past 
and present. This month we will feature an 
individual who was at one time one of the most 
famous, and richest, men in America. We refer 
to Howard Hughes W5CY. 


To say Howard Hughes was one of the more 
recognized, if not out-sized personalities of the 
20" century would be an understatement. He 
was also a very troubled individual and sadly 
suffered from mental illness, which became 
more severe as he aged. 


Howard Hughes W5CY 


Volumes have been written about this larger 
than life individual and it is not possible even to 
begin to create a meaningful biography in so 
short column as this. But here is_ brief 
description of W5CY. 


Howard Hughes (1905-1976) was born to 
privilege. His father was the founder and sole 
owner of the Hughes Tool Company — which 
supplied parts for oil drilling equipment in the 
early part of the 20" century, a time of oil boom 
especially in Texas. One of reasons for the 
success of the Hughes Tool Company was a 
priority oil drill bit which was essential for 
efficient drilling. 


The Only Newsletter In The World That Gives A Damn About FLARC 


Howard Hughes was a_ precocious youth. 
He became interested in ham radio at a very early 
age. It is said he built the first “wireless” 
transmitter in Houston, Texas in 1916 at the age 
of 11. He was a very early ham radio operator and 
again said to be the first ham in Houston, receiving 
the call 5CY, which later became WSCY. 


He was also interested in aviation and began taking 
flying lessons at the age of 16. 


Howard Hughes was a difficult student and he 
attended several preparatory schools before finally 
matriculating. He then attended Rice University 
but left before graduating. 


His mother died in 1922 and his father died 
suddenly in 1925, leaving him, at age 19, the sole 
heir to his father’s fortune and business empire. 
From this beginning he never looked back. 


His first business venture apart from Hughes Tool 
Company was the motion picture industry. He 
financed and produced many films in the silent film 
era and continued into the talking motion picture 
era. 


Eventually in the late 1930s he gained control of 
RKO studios, RKO motion picture theaters across 
the country and what was once the very famous 
and successful RKO radio network. 


Howard Hughes was also heavily involved in real 
estate development. Beginning in California, he soon 
turned his attention to a small city in the middle of 
nowhere which had decided to tie its future to 
legalized gambling. The city of course is Las Vegas. 


Howard Hughes began buying property on the 
Las Vegas strip and eventually was the owner of 
several high profile hotels that were synonymous 
with Las Vegas. It is said he was instrumental in 
changing Las Vegas from a mafia controlled city to 
one run on more conventional corporate lines, but 
the extent of this remains unclear to this day. 


Howard Hughes, the youthful pilot, expanded his 
interest in aviation over the course of his life. 
In 1932 he founded Hughes Aircraft Company. 
During WWII Hughes Aircraft Company was a 
major defense contractor. 


Continued on next page. 
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Notable Hams, continued 


After the war Hughes decided to get involved in the 
fast growing commercial airline business and 
eventually owned 78% of Transworld Airways, better 
known as TWA. He also continued to develop and 
produce his own airplanes. 


Sadly, in the later years of his life Howard Hughes 
was afflicted with severe mental illness. As is well 
known he became an extreme recluse refusing to see 
anyone in person, conducting all his business by 
memo or telephone. 


It is unfair, it seems, as to someone afflicted with the 
disease of mental illness, to detail all the many 
idiosyncrasies which have been attributed to Howard 
Hughes during the latter part of his life, as for 
example being a severe germaphobe (to name one of 
the more benign symptoms of his mental illness). 
Suffice it to say, his later years were neither happy 
nor healthy. 


Howard Hughes was a Hollywood pioneer, an 
aviation pioneer, a real estate visionary and one of 
the dominant personalities of the 20" century. 
At one time he was acknowledged to be the richest 
man in America. Like so many success stories, 
however, it all began with ham radio. 


After much research little has been found to describe 
Howard Hughes’ continuing interest in ham radio 
into his adulthood. But he was once a ham, and once 
a ham, always a ham. 


As with all hams famous or not, to us, to his fellow 
hams, he was not Howard Hughes the billionaire 
business man he was simply one of us, 
Howard WSCY. 


Howard Hughes W5CY SK 


Howard Hughes’ H-4 “Spruce Goose” 
image: https://th.bing.com/th/id/OIP.kIRt6yzG6RRiIDCcqOQMRBAHaDT 
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As Autumn approaches... 


As the temperatures slowly cool and nights get 
longer, there are great opportunities for ham 
radio communication. 


First is more convenient gray line communication. 
The gray line is the boundary between daylight 
and darkness. Gray line communication is very 
conducive to long range communication, as 
signals can travel further with less attenuation 
due to the reflective layers E and F, while the 
absorbing layer (D) is inactive. 


While this may seem a little dense, the bottom 
line is that a radio signal can surf the boundary 
between light and darkness with ease and 
efficiency. 


As the earth wobbles on its axis the gray line 
comes later in the morning and earlier in the 
afternoon than it is during the summer months. 


For example at this time of year, for our spot on 
the earth, sunrise is around (roughly) 6:30 AM 
and sunset around (roughly) 7:00 PM. The gray 
line opens up around a half an hour before each 
event. As the daylight hours shrink, the gray line 
hours come later each morning and earlier 
each afternoon. 


Keep an eye on the time and see if gray line 
activity does not open up some _ interesting 
DX opportunities. 


Another advantage to the coming cooler weather 
is that the lower bands, especially 160 meters and 
80 meters, open up at night much more than 
during the hotter months. This is because the 


ionosphere is lower and less dense in the 
Northern Hemisphere, which leads to better 
nighttime propagation on lower 


frequency bands. 


There is still time to put up a 160 meter or 
80 meter antenna, and if you already have one to 
make sure it is still showing a low SWR and is 
ready for use. 


As the temperatures fall and nights get longer, 
drop on down there and have some fun... 
especially gray line fun. 
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Gray line propagation is a form of radio signal propagation 
that provides surprisingly long distance radio communi- 
cations at dawn and dusk. More info about the GrayLine is 
on page 5. Notice on the maps below how the dark area at 
the top does not cover all of the north pole; and the dark 
area at the bottom shows part of Antarctica is dark all the 
way across (24 hour darkness!). 


= 2024 Dues Are Due 
|_| 


: Dues for 2024 are over-due now. There are no changes 
™ to dues for the upcoming year. Renew now, and let us 
a know what activities or features would make you more 
. active with the club. 


i 

= Please makes checks payable to: 

= “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” 
and send them to: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: Treasurer 
10-10 20" Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 


| 

t_ | 

| 

t_ | 

| 

t_| 

| 

t_| 

| 

i 

| 

4 

u___- Please include a member application form with your 
a $25 check regardless of your member status. 
. It can be found near the back of this newsletter. 
| 
i 
| 
t_ | 
| 
L_| 
| 
t_ | 
| 
i | 
| 


Pee eee eee eee ee 
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The Resonator \|s Now Archived! 

Ever wanted to search for something in The Resonator? 
Maybe a member profile. Perhaps a past Street Fair. Even 
who participated at Field Day in 2017. 


Now you can. The Resonator has now been accepted as part of 
the Digital Library of Amateur Radio and Communications. 
DLARC is a project of the Internet Archive (the not-for-profit 
online library best known for The Wayback Machine.) DLARC is 
growing to be a massive online library of the past and present of 
ham radio and related communications. It is funded by a grant 
from Amateur Radio Digital Communications. 


When you need to find something, go to: 
https://archive.org/details/flarc-resonator 


You can use the search "text contents” field to do a full-text 
search on all issues or click “Date Published” to see them 
sorted by publication date. 


You know our little newsletter is cool. 
Now a lot more hams around the world will as well. 


Get Direct With FLARC! 


Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


htip://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://events.FairLawnARC.org 
http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
http://swap.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://tech.FairLawnARC.org 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 


https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 


Online License Testing! 


Are you looking to get your license or upgrade without 
leaving your home? All you need is a laptop computer 
with a video camera. 


Please check out http://hamstudy.org/session/K2sab 


for session information. 


If you have any questions, please contact me at 
k2sab@arrl.net 

73, 

Steven Boston K2SAB 
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The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 


Why is FLARC New Jersey’s Most Exciting Radio Club? 


Annual and Special Events 


Field Day e Special Even 

Winter Field Day e Public Service Activities 
World Amateur Radio Day e Public Events 

Portable Day e Ham fests and Auctions 
Earth and Environmental Days ° Foxhunts 

Field Trips e Contests 

Club Exchanges e Youth Activities and more 


There Is Something Every Night At FLARC! 


Monday: Near and Far Net 
Tuesday: DMR Net and Open House at the clubhouse / 


Wednesday: ARES/RACES Net 

Thursday: Tech Net 

Friday: Open House at the clubhouse or Kawfee Tawk Speaker Series (Monthly via Zoom) 
Weekends: Open House at the clubhouse, POTA and other station activations, Contests, Foxhunts 


Special Interest Groups 


Portable Ops (POTA, SOTA, etc.) e Monitoring: SWL and other listening 
e DX: Chase the rare ones ¢ Contesting 

e Digital Voice: DMR and other modes ¢ EMCOMM 

e FT8: Plus, other WSJTX modes e Radio Direction Finding 

e Satellite: Also, for weather interests e Raspberry pi, Arduino 

Plus: 


e An award-winning newsletter 
e A five-position ope rating station clubhouse e Monthly speaker programs 
e Anactive repeater—W2N PT linked with NJ2BS. e Educational programs and activities 
e New antennas on the roof e Active in-person and social networking 


* Monthly VE testing e Anextensive video education archive 


That is Why FLARC Is the Most Exciting Club Around! 


Come join us in-person or via Zoom for more activities, speakers, and projects! 


www.fairlawnarc.org F3 3) YouTube iv 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. Visitors and 
guests are always welcome. The club is open every Friday night, 
except when there is a Business Meeting scheduled, from NLT 6:30 
PM. Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2023 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 


Trustee 


Member Services 
Health & Welfare 


Marketing 


Program 


Video/YouTube 


Social Media 


Photographer 


Community Relations 


Field Day2025 

Winter Field Day 2025 
Hamfest 

Auction 

Activities Chair 
Education 


Youth Outreach 
Adult Outreach 


VE Testing Coordinator 
Special Events 
Contests 

FLARC Historian 
Webmaster 


Technical Chair 


EmComm 
RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 
Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Publisher 


Club Station Manager 
Quartermaster 
W2NPT Trustee 

NK2H Trustee 


Fred Belghaus 
Robert Marchini 
David Gotlib 
Jim Jalil 

Brian Cirulnick 
Judith Shaw 


Lowell “Van” VantSlot 


Judith Shaw 
Nomar Vizcarrondo 
Jim Cooper 

[open] 

Thom Guida 


Brian Duddy 
Thom Guida 
Dave Marotti 


Giovanni Lucero 
Robert Marchini 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Dave Gotlib 


[open] 

Noel Pagan 

Gene Ottenheimer 
Brian Cirulnick 
Judith Shaw 

Paul Brennan 


Robert Marchini 


Lowell “Van” VantSlot 
Jim Cooper 


Gene Ottenheimer 
James Gallo 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Fred Belghaus 

Jim Cooper 

Dave deCoons 


Jim Breheny 
Dave Gotlib 

Steve Wraga 
Jim Jalil 

Jim Cooper 


Noel Pagan 
Fred Wawra 
Jim Cooper 
Ed Efchak 


KR2H 
KD2SOG 
KD2MOB 
W2KNG 
KD2KLN 
KC2LTM 
W2DLT 


KC2LTM 


NP4H 
Ww2JC 


W2NZ 


N2BTD 
W2NZ 
NK2Q 
K2GIO 
KD2SOG 
wo2w 
KD2MOB 


W2MSA 
wo2w 
KD2KLN 
KC2LTM 
N6FB 


KD2SOG 


W2DLT 
Ww2JC 


wo2w 
KB2FMH 
W2DLT 

KR2H [W2AAB] 
w2Jc 


WwO2X 


N2JLF 
KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 
W2KNG 
Ww2JC 


W2MSA 
W2ABE 
w2Jc 
WX2R 


President serves as ex officio to all committees 
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Want a Call Sign License Plate? 


Amateur Radio (Ham operators) license plates may be 
purchased for a $15 fee, for passenger vehicles, but 
not for commercialvehicles or motorcycles. 
(Applicants must be licensed by the 
Federal Communications Commission.) 


Call MVC at 609.292.6500 or (toll 
NJ) 888.486.3339 to request an application. 


free in 


The club has applications from time to time. If you 
would like an application, visit the “contact us” page, 
and we’ll get one out to you.. or find the form and 
detailed instructions at: 


https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/pdf/vehicles/SP-23.pdf 


ee 


« AMATEUR RADIO « 


Letters: 
A New Addition to The Resonator 


The editor has received a lot of nice notes, letters and 
comments about this newsletter and the club in 
general. We have not published them in the past but 
going forward we will at least try. 


Here are the grounds rules: 


e Please keep all comments as brief 
and succinct as possible. 

¢ No personal attacks. 

e No political rants. 

e Nocomments promoting violence, racism, 
religious intolerance, vulgarity, obscenity, 
or other such discourteous behavior. 

e The Editor reserves the right to exclude any 
comments that violate our guidelines and 
may subject the writer to further disciplinary 
action by the club. 
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Amateur 


Other 
Awards 


Amateur 


Logbook of 
the World 

QSO-Matching 
Software 


ARRL 
Awards 


Those who upload logs to Logbook of the World become eligible to redeem 
confirmation credits for awards, LoTW wants and needs all logs. Uploading is free, 
so send your logs today! 


NOTE: 


While LotW is back on line and seems to be perking 
along just fine, we’re advised that the DXCC part and 
application process is not yet restored. If you have 
plans to apply for DXCC, or endorsements, be patient 


and wait for announcement to proceed. 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 
Twitter: @FairLawnARC 

Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 
Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 
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A QSL card ts the final 
courtesy of an amateur 
radio contact. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_card 


SIG Group Membership 
as of August 27, 2024 


Here is an update on the roster of Special Interest 
Groups... many groups have increased in size during 
the last month. About 45% of all members have 
joined at least one group. 


SIG Name Leader # 
Contesting W2DLT 14 
Digital Voice 30 
EmComm N2JLF 13 
Monitoring WX2R 25 
DX W2JC 18 
FT8 W2JC 22 
Satellites N2AAM 20 
Portable Ops W2MSA 48 
Radio Astronomy WX2R 4 
Raspberry pi 7 
Direction Finding 6 
FLARC General 174 


Sign up for a group... or... 
why not start one? 


Contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 


if you would like to start a new 


www.FairLawnARC.org 
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The Clubhouse 
Is Open 
Three Fridays 


In September!! 


September 6 OPEN 
September 13 CLOSED - Business Meeting 
at Fair Lawn Senior Center 
September 20 OPEN 
September 27 OPEN 


Pop-Up Tuesdays are now in-person at the club 
as well as in the Zoom-room. 


The club will follow all borough COVID-19 requirements for these events. 


Pop-Up Tuesday informal “ragchew" 
TUESDAY at 19:00 EDT 
live AT THE CLUB 
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Editor’s Corner 


Our journeys through ham radio are populated 
with many people to whom we owe grateful 
thanks. Among these are our “Elmers,” those 
experienced amateur radio operators who 
generously and graciously gave of their time to 
introduce us to ham radio and guide us into the 
hobby. They answered endless questions and 
patiently explained everything from what a QTH is 
to how HF radio waves bounce off the 
ionosphere. 


There are also our ham radio friends who are 
always available to give advice and counsel, to 
assist in putting up an antenna, or help us work 
through some troublesome SWR problem. 


We can likewise thank the ham radio club to 
which we belong, which greatly enhances our 
ham radio experience by providing events such as 
Field Day, hamfests, Special Interest Groups, as 
well as general ham radio camaraderie. 


But there is one group whom we should also 
thank, and perhaps this group deserves special 
thanks above all the rest. This is our family, our 
parents when we were younger, our spouses, 
significant others, siblings, and children who have 
always supported us as hams, or maybe just plain 
put up with us. 


Some of us began our ham radio journey as 
youngsters, just out of middle school, who were 
not born into a ham radio family. Those of us in 
that category may have had parents who had no 
earthly clue what we were doing, with all that 
soldering and building, with all those strange 
wires coming out of our bedroom windows and 
into trees in the backyard, all that bizarre dit- 
dahing going on late into the night. 


They may have rolled their eyes or even secretly 
prayed that we would not electrocute ourselves. 
But invariably they supported us and let us find 
our own way on this journey into ham radio. 


Many of us when young may have shared a 
bedroom with a sibling who had to put up with a 
ham radio station in the other corner of the room 
and tried to sleep with a glowing radio and the 
clicking of a straight key. 
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Then there are our spouses and significant others. 
These long-suffering non-hams have had to 
endure cables coming in and out of the house, 
every manner of antenna on roofs and in yards, 
radio equipment coming and going (and the cost 
thereof) and a partner who spoke the foreign and 
unintelligible language of ham radio to other 
hams. They have had to smile and act excited 
when we _ enthusiastically reported we had 
worked a new country or scored a personal best 
in a contest when, in reality, it may not mean 
exactly the same to them as it does to us. 


They have always had to understand and accept 
that ham radio is part of our lives, and therefore 
part of their lives, though it is not something they 
chose for themselves. They have had to accept 
that there would always be a space somewhere in 
the house dedicated to a ham radio station. 


They have had to accept that there might be a 
weekend every now and then when their partner 
would be at that station for the better part of the 
entire weekend, engrossed in something called a 
contest. 


Then there is that weekend in June when the ham 
will be mostly gone, holed up in a local park, only 
to come home dirty, exhausted, and ready to 
collapse in bed. There may be times the spouse or 
partner may wish to go out to dinner or enjoy a 
movie together, only to be told the ham is totally 
consumed chasing an ATNO on 20 meters SSB 
(whatever that may mean to them). 


Being married or partnered with a ham is not 
always easy. But through it all, our spouses and 
partners are invariably supportive and 
understanding. They seem to recognize intuitively 
how important ham radio is in our lives and how 
much it means to us. Without their continuing 
support and understanding, however, we would 
never be able to enjoy ham radio to the extent we 
do. 


Because of that, we owe them — our families — our 
deepest and sincerest gratitude. 


— Jim Jalil W2KNG 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Association 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


WWwW.weca.org 


Entry Level Ham Radio License Class 
This Fall! 


2024 In-Person and Zoom Classes start Tuesday evening, September 11% 


Have you ever thought about becoming an Amateur Radio “Ham” operator? Here is a great opportunity to 
learn about Ham radio and to study for your FCC license with seasoned Ham radio operators as your 
teachers and mentors! 


The Westchester Emergency Communications Association (WECA: www.weca.org) is proud to sponsor a 
free Technician Class License course, in-person at the Westchester Fire Training Center, 4 Dana Road, 
Valhalla, NY 10595** and also on Zoom. Take your first steps and join the exciting world of Amateur 
Radio. Enjoy talking to other Amateur Radio Operators, near and far! Want to experiment with new 
technologies that utilize computers interfaced with radios? Would you like to join forces with county 
government and local volunteer organizations as Amateur Radio Operators for Emergency 
Communications assistance and Public Service events? Take your first steps by joining us for this 
interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Amateur Radio Operators with a passion for their 
subjects. 

You can get an Amateur Radio Technician FCC license by passing a 35-question multiple- 

choice examination. No Morse code test is required! The exam covers basic regulations, 

operating practices, and electronics theory, with a focus on VHF and UHF communications. 

All information needed to pass the test will be covered in this course. 


The required text is the “ARRL Ham Radio License Manual 5" Edition”. The book includes all questions 
in the test pool and access to on-line practice tests. An accompanying text, “ARRL’s Tech O&A 8" 
Edition” may be helpful, but is not necessary. These are available from: 
- ARRL, https://home.arrl org/action/Store/Product-Details/productld/2003373064 
860-594-0200 
- Gene, KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ, Call or text him at 973-571-1930 
- Amazon, www.amazon.com Be sure to order the correct editions. 


Please obtain the license manual and begin reading. 


Classes will start on Tuesday evening, September 11" and run for nine weeks mostly on Tuesday 
evenings from 7-9:15 PM ET. FCC license testing is available at various locations (typically $15 test fee). 
If you or someone you know would like to become an FCC licensed Radio Amateur, please contact me 
by email at Education@WECA.org so I can register you and provide additional information. All are 
welcome to attend who wish to gain knowledge of amateur radio even if you do not expect to take the test. 
Licensed amateurs who would like to brush up on the subjects covered are also welcome. 


Larrie Sutliff W2UL WECA Education Director 


** — Classroom students: We enter the Fire Training Center through the rear door (the front door is typically locked/no 
parking). From Route 9A, with the Hawthorne Home Depot at your back, proceed East on Dana Road about 2/10 ofa mile, 
past 4 Dana Road, and turn right on Walker Road. Park in the long lot on the right and go down the outdoor stairway, pass the 
trailer, turn right (twice) and enter through the outside door for Classroom #3. 

Handicapped access is available at the training level- just park in front and use the security phone or call me on 732-693-4504. 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Assn. 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


www.weca.org 
2025 


Amateur Extra Ham Radio Class! 


WECA will be conducting a free Amateur Extra FCC license exam preparatory class that will run for ten 
weeks starting on Tuesday, January 7" and on Tuesday nights thereafter from 7-9:15 PM Eastern 
Time in-person at the Westchester Fire Training Center, 4 Dana Road in Valhalla, NY 10595** 

and via Zoom. VE test sessions are available in the area and at the FTC ($15 testing fee). 


Please join us for this free interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Amateur Radio Operators 
from WECA. Instructors will be Amateur Extras or others who have special knowledge of specific 
subject areas. The class will review the test pool questions and answers and provide explanations of the 
accompanying concepts. There are >700 questions in the pool: 50 test questions; 37 correct (74%) to pass. 
All are welcome to attend who wish to gain additional knowledge of amateur radio subjects even if you 
do not expect to take the test or do not hold an amateur license. 


All WECA classes are recorded and posted to www. WECA.APP for review and self-study. 


Texts: 
1. ARRL Extra Class License Manual 13" Edition w/link to Practice Exam Software 
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/20 16746457 
2. ARRL Extra Q&A 6" Edition 
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/20 16747300 
or from Gene W2KJI at KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ on 973-571-1930; 
Gene is a reputable local ham radio dealer, or from 
Amazon- Be very sure to order the correct editions. 
1. Please purchase the license manual and begin reading as soon as possible. 
2. The Q&A has answers and brief explanations for all pool questions- a worthwhile investment. 


Conduct of Training: 

Subjects include: FCC regulations, operating procedures and practices, radio propagation, electrical 
principles, practical circuit components and design, modulation, emissions, antenna design, transmission 
lines and safety. 


If you have an area of strong interest and expertise that you can share with the group, please let me know; 
we will involve you in the class. 


If you would like to upgrade to Amateur Extra, please contact me by email at Education@WECA.org so I 
can register you and provide additional information. 


Larrie Sutliff W2UL 
WECA Education Director 


** Tf you haven’t been to the FTC before, you need to know that we enter through the rear door (the front door is 
typically locked/no parking). From Route 9A, with the Hawthorne Home Depot at your back, proceed East on 
Dana Road about 2/10 of a mile, past 4 Dana Road, and turn right on Walker Road. Park in the long lot on the 
right and go down the outdoor stairway, pass the trailer and enter through the glass doors. Classroom #3 is 
down the hall to the right. Handicapped access is available at the training level- just park in front and use the 
security phone or call me on 732-693-4504. 


FTC Closing Weather Number: 914-231-1615 
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The Westchester Emergency Communications Assn. 
Box 831 Sleepy Hollow, NY 10591 


Wwww.weca.org 
2025 


Amateur General Ham Radio Class! 


WECA will be conducting its annual free preparatory class for the Amateur General FCC exam this 
spring in-person at the Valhalla Fire Training Center 4 Dana Road in Valhalla, NY 10595 and via Zoom. 
The class will run for nine weeks starting Tuesday evening March 11" from 7-9:15 PM ET. 
Subsequent classes will be on Tuesday evenings per the schedule below. Holders of the General license 
are permitted many additional frequency privileges including access to all HF bands, therefore, 


Capability to talk to the World! 


Please join us for this free interactive course taught by a team of knowledgeable Extra and General Class 
Amateur Radio Operators from WECA. The class will review the test pool questions and answers and 
provide explanations of the accompanying concepts. All are welcome to attend who wish to gain 
additional knowledge of amateur radio even if you do not expect to take the test or have a license. 


All classes are recorded and posted on www.WECA.APP for review and self-study. 


Texts: 

1. The ARRL General Class License Manual 10" Edition (includes access to on-line practice) 
2. The ARRL General Q&A Manual 7" Edition (Includes explanations for all questions.) 

Both are available from ARRL at: 

https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/ProductDetails/productId/2009476073 or from: 

Gene W2K]JI at KJI Electronics, Cedar Grove, NJ: 973-571-1930; 

Gene is a reputable local ham radio dealer or from: 

Amazon- Be very sure to order the correct editions. 

1. Please purchase the License Manual and begin reading as soon as possible. 

2. The Q&A manual is also very helpful, but not required. 


Syllabus & Schedule: 


3/11 Tuesday Ch 1 The General Class License & Ham Radio 
Ch2 Procedures and Practices 

3/18 Tuesday Ch 3 Rules and Regulations 

3/25 Tuesday Ch4 Components and Circuits 

4/1 Tuesday Ch 5 Radio Signals and Equipment 

4/8 Tuesday Practical Exercise: HF Station Equipment Display & Antenna Install 

4/15 Tuesday Ch6 Digital Modes 

4/22 Tuesday Ch7 Antennas 

4/29 Tuesday Ch 8 Propagation 

5/6 Tuesday Ch9 Electrical and RF Safety, Review 

5/8 Thursday VE Test Session in Valhalla, NY 


If you would like to upgrade to Amateur General, please contact me at Education@WECA.org so I can 
register you and provide additional information. 


Larrie Sutliff / W2UL WECA Education Director 


FTC Closing Weather Number: 914-231-1615 (Zoom conducted even if FTC closes) 
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Vast Archive of 
FLARC Activities and Info 


Members are reminded that we have a large 
archive of YouTube videos of our previous 
many years of Kawfee Tawk™ presentations, 
which cover many aspects of ham radio. Our 
mostly unsung hero club videographer, Thom 
W2NZ, has spent thousands of hours of his 
own time creating really professional quality 
videos of these 167 presentations. Visit our 
club YouTube page and you will see all of 
them listed on the main page, at 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 


Another large and rather unused archive is 
that of our seven years of the club newsletter, 
The Resonator. They provide a nice historical 
record of the many activities of FLARC over the 
years, as well as lots of useful info about ham 
radio and electronics. The entire archive is at 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.or 


And don’t forget the FILES area of our groups.io 
website, where useful and important info is saved: 


https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/files 


Renew Your ARRL Dues... 
Send Free Money to FLARC! 


The ARRL has a great program to support affiliated 
clubs in that it sends part of your dues back to the club 


if you renew through the club. 


So... when you get your ARRL renewal, send both your 
check and your renewal application to our trusty 
Treasurer, who will take care of getting your renewal 


to Newington and a fat check for $5.00 back to FLARC. 


Nothing can be simpler... 
you just have to remember!! 


Print and use the 
form on page 29 
of this issue of 


The Resonator 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always "in" 
and your club friends all have them... you want a 
shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! Great for 
Field Day! 


Don't forget... easy to order. 
Go to www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on the 
FLARC website (with pictures and prices). Order the 
shirts or other items you want with either the 
regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 60th anniversary 
logo. Note: RED is the primary and preferred club 
standard shirt color. 


they're 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and 
events. 


— es PP eee 
It’s easy to spot FLARC members 
wearing their red club shirts ! 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


2024 FLARC Net On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net ¢ Mondays at 8PM 


W2NPT Repeater and EchoLink 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 15 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * September 2024 


Special Note: As non-profit, the IRS now requires 
that we disclose annually the use of paid lobbyists to our 
members and indicate approximately what percentage of 
their dues goes toward that. 0% of your dues payment will 
be used by the club to directly pay a lobbyist firm to lobby 
on behalf of all our members regarding pending legislation 
that impacts our hobby. 


NEWHAMS.INFO 


Training, information, and encouragement for new amateur radio operators. 


https://newhams. info/ 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 


Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 
if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. FLARC 
was established in 1956 and has met continuously since 
inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of Fair 
Lawn. The club meets every Friday, except when a Business 
Meeting is scheduled, at 6PM at the club station in The Fair 
Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. 
Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the Fair Lawn Senior Center, and on Zoom. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has nearly two hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year; 

$20 for new members. 
For more information, please see our website, at 


http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©2024. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed’ by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
policies of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, 
its Officers or members. Contributors grant 
express permission to FLARC to distribute 
articles in this or any issue of The Resonator. 
Authors also grant express permission for the 
use and/or repurposing of these articles, in 
part or in full, in other publications with credit 
to the original author and to The Resonator. 
All material is copyright ©2024-09-08. Do not 
copy or reproduce any of this material without 
the written permission of FLARC. 


Pee eecccceccccccesecceeseccceeereseceeeseceeeeecoeeeeeseseeenece 


: hanks! 
: yor your 
Support/ 


This is YOUR club.... Be a part of it !! : 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 


With Our Antennas On The Roof! 
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Yes, this IS why ham radio is so_ special 

on Saturday, Sept 7", | saw 3A/MMONDX spotted on 
FT8 from Monaco and to my surprise it is an ATNO “All 
Time New One” for me... | called many times and he 
finally sent me a -15 report (not very strong) but then 
no confirmation. Finally, 10 min. later he was able to 
hear me again and sent RR73. | sent him an email to 
thank him for his patience and within a few minutes | 
receive a very friendly reply email. And a little while 
later Brian N2BTD spotted this posted on the internet: 


i DX-World Ta 4 
@ 2 


This is why ham radio is so special &¥ 


73 de Col, 3A/MMONDX at DX-World 


thanks for ATNO »® 


inbox x 


Jim Cooper <jim.w2jc@gmail.com> 


me v 


thank you for staying with me until we could 
RR73!! After 63 years of hamming, | still 
needed Monaco asATNO ;)) 


73 de Jim W2JC 


There are many challenges available to ham radio 
“addicts” .. along with “chasing DX” we now 
have many challenges from the POTA program, 
which keeps our Portable Ops SIG members really 
busy. 


Brian N2BTD says, on Sept. 1*: 


Pretty massive milestone achieved today - 
reached 10,000 parks hunted in POTA. 


Became the 15th Hunter to reach the milestone. 


Cross River Gorilla 


has submitted proof of working 
10000 unique reference areas 


1 0000 Hunter Award 
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FLARC August 17, 2024 
VE Testing Results 


With VE testing back on schedule, Gene WO2W reports 
the following results: 


KE2DZI Technician 


Brian Flanagan 


Testing for next month will be at the 
Fair Lawn Recreation Center. 


Eleven Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 
Already Formed: Any Others? 


Club interest continues to grow in the SIGs. 


Another recently formed SIG is for those interested in 
Raspberry Pi and Arduino projects, but now includes 
DoltYourself (DIY)/Makers kit building, 3D printing 
and similar topics. 


A list of all of the current SIGs is shown on page 9. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


e Radio Propagation 

e Antennas and how they work 

e Ham radio software 

e Technical assistance to club members 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 


Please contact webmaster @FairLawnARC.org 
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Around the Shack 
— Hal Kennedy N4GG 


Range Finding 


Last month's column discussed four ways to 
determine the length of a dipole. Mentioned was 
pacing off distances in the woods in search of trees 
to serve as supports. If you've done this you know 
it can be a chore. Beyond about 50 feet, tape 
measures are unwieldy in the woods and pacing 
will only take you so far (pun intended). 


A 160-meter dipole is 260 feet end-to-end. Pacing 
260 feet in the woods is more that I'm willing to do 
on a summer day in Georgia. There must be a 
better way. 


Fortunately, there is a better way — one that will 
not only measure horizontal distances (from one 
tree to another) but also vertical distances to 
potential support limbs. Figure 1 shows a laser 
rangefinder that accurately measures distances up 
to 65 feet and fits in the palm of your hand. 


J & 4 nasil 
Figure 1. A Bosch GLM-20 measuring distance to an 
interior wall. Maximum capability is 65 feet. 


| bought mine after watching a real estate agent 
use one to measure the dimensions of every room 
in a large house, in a few minutes. The figure 
shows me measuring the distance to a wall, 11' 9” 
away. Note the precision. The device measures to 
1/16" of an inch. 


Per last month's column, this is more precision 
than needed for measuring trees in the woods, but 
laser-based devices provide precision whether you 
need it or not. 
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Figure 2 shows me measuring the distance to a 
tree 40' 8” away. The rangefinder shown in Figures 
1 and 2 is a Bosch model GLM-20. 


Figure 2. A Bosch GLM-20 measuring 
the distance to a tree. 


Bosch no longer makes 
the GLM-20, but they 
make many others with 
various capabilities at 
various price points. 
Their low-end model is 
now the GLM100-23 
(Figure 3) which 
measures to 100 feet 
and costs $50 at 
Amazon. 


Figure 3. A Bosch GLM100-23. This 
device measures up to 100 feet. 


Moving up is the model GLM165-40 ($69) (Figure 
4) which measures to 165 feet and the model 
GLM400, ($210), (Figure 5) which measures to 
400 feet. 
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Figure 5. A Bosch GLM400. This 


Figure 4. A Bosch GLM165-40. 
device measures up to 400 feet. 


This device measures 
up to 145 feet. 


Continued on next page. 
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Around the Shack, Continued 


Bosch is an established, high-quality brand. There 
are many competing devices from no-name 
companies with prices starting at $20. Check 
Amazon. At $20 | would buy one even if | had no 
need for it. At $20 it's too cool a gadget not to 
have one for myself and the grandkids to play with. 
Also, it may come in handy someday. This is how 
hams think. This is how basements fill. 


The downside of inexpensive laser rangefinders is 
the flea power of the laser. Inside a house it's 
easy to see the red laser spot on a wall - you know 
where you're aiming. Even 50 feet away the spot 
is easy to see. Outdoors in bright sunlight it's a 
different story. 


The rangefinder can see the reflected laser spot 
better than you can, so the devices can still be 
used, but as distance grows the ability to aim the 
device without seeing the spot becomes 
more difficult. 


More expensive devices have brighter lasers and 
better optics to receive the reflected laser spot. 
High-end models also have built-in cameras. The 
GLM400 (Figure 5 on previous page) includes a 
camera that's bore-sighted to the laser. The 
camera enables pointing the rangefinder in bright 
daylight without the need to see the laser spot. 


All of the units mentioned will display in either 
metric or imperial units - it's user selectable. 
| usually use my native measurement system 
(imperial) but there are times | set my rangefinder 
to display in meters. Thinking back to last month's 


column, one wavelength on 40 meters is 
40 meters. A 40-meter dipole is one-half 
wavelength long end-to-end, i.e.: 20 meters. 


For me it's more intuitive to look for supports 
20 meters apart vs. 66 feet apart. 


If you search for rangefinders on Amazon you will 
see devices designed for golfers. These range from 
S49 from no-name companies to over $350 for 
top-of-the-line units. Figure 6 shows one of the 
S49 ones. These have two distinct apertures. One 
is for the laser exit-beam, the other is the front 
optic of a spotting scope for sighting. 
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Figure 6. A typical golfer's rangefinder with 
spotting scope. C/aimed capability is 1,000 yards. 
$49 at Amazon. 


These devices make it easy to see where the laser 
spot is terminating when you can't see the spot 
with your eyes. You simply look through the scope 
to aim. 


Range capability of 1,000 yards or more is claimed 
for these devices, but that's based on working in 
conjunction with retro-reflectors mounted on the 
pins marking the holes on a golf course. 


User reviews don't support the range claims, but 
the devices' performance will exceed what pocket- 
sized units can do. 


While there are no retro-reflectors on trees in the 
woods, these rangefinders should perform well for 
antenna work. 


| have not tried one, but I'm mulling over making a 
purchase. | don't need one of these, but one will 
come in handy for something, sometime. 


| tell everyone I'm in the post-acquisition phase of 
my life. | tell everyone except myself. 


73, 
Hal N4GG 
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Finally, the rotator works again! \ | y/. | 
| / y 

Members of the tech committee got ea | | . / WA 

together on Saturday, August 3rd to find out v ae rs 

what was causing the rotator on tower #1 to yey | 

hang up when rotating the antenna. | 


We found the bolts that secure the rotator ; 
to the mounting plate were loose; we were 

able to tighten the bolts in order to correct i 
the problem. 


We were then able to operate the rotator 
several times successfully with the Green 
Heron controller. [But later it seems to still 
have a problem.] 


| / 


% 


Noel W2MSA helping out on the roof. 
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Steve WI2W communicating with Fred KR2H 


_Robert KE2CYX geared up and ready to climb who was at the operating the rotator at station #4. 
if he needed to, but thankfully he didn’t have to. 
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Theoretics Demystified 


This month we continue with the EVOLUTION 
OF RADIO, moving to the next method of 
transmitting — 


The ALEXANDERSON RF GENERATOR. 


The inventor was Ernst F.W. Alexanderson who 
was born in 1878 in Sweden; in 1901 he 
emigrated to the US and in the 1902 he began 
working for GE in Schenectady, NY... working 
under the now famous Charles Steinmetz. 


Alexanderson worked on methods of producing 
radio waves using an alternator, which produced 
RF sine waves. This was a great improvement 
over using the bee-like buzzing of spark 
transmitters — which could only be keyed on for 
short periods of time and were very broadband in 
their signal output. 


The alternator was a rotating machine just like 
the alternator in a car, but instead of producing 
low frequency Alternating Current [which in a car 
is rectified to DC] it was manufactured to produce 
electricity at Radio Frequencies. 


Thus it was the first invention capable of 
producing continuous radio waves. The 
alternators were powered by a DC motor which 
was connected physically to them through 
gearing or belt pulleys so that they could run 
continuously, producing RF that was used for AM 
Morse code and possibly some speech — using 
special water-cooled microphones, like with the 
early SPARK transmitters. 


The high-power units were so large that some of 
them weighed 50 tons!!! 


The Alexanderson alternators were superseded 
by vacuum tubes in the 1920s but some were still 
in use until WWII. 


The only remaining example of an alternator 
transmitter is preserved in Sweden. The power is 
200 kilowatts! 


Next month we will continue this series, but we’ll 
move on to Vacuum Tubes and later beyond. 


-- Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73 till next time! 


Alexanderson RF Generator machine 


HAMSPEAK 
SQUELCH 


A setting on your radio that silences audio till it reaches a 
predetermined level. Adjust to silence the background 
noise but let communications audio through. 


AUTOMATIC GAIN CONTROL 


A circuit that takes a DC sample from the last RF stage 
and feeds it back to control the amount of gain applied 
to the incoming signal to keep it at a steady level. 


YAGI 


A usually smaller directional antenna that uses one 
active dipole element with a slightly larger inactive [not 
electrically connected] element called a reflector behind 
the driven element and several smaller elements in 
front of the driven element called directors. This 
provides directionality in receiving and transmitting. 


REPEATER 


A receiver/transmitter combination that takes an input 
radio signal on a particular frequency and rebroadcasts 
it on aslightly different frequency, in order to provide a 
more powerful signal to distant receivers. 


Most used on VHF and UHF bands. Repeaters are 
turned on by a sub-sonic signal transmitted by an 
authorized user. This is also to keep the repeater from 
transmitting noise. 


-- Fred Wawra, W2ABE, 73. 


Copyright material used with implicit permission of the author. 
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FLARC PortableOps SIG 


PortableOps@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


This is a Special Interest Group (SIG) for members interested in portable 
ham radio operation such as POTA, SOTA, IOTA, LOTA, etc. 

The purpose of this SIG is to get outdoors and practice our operating skills 
from different places. We can share outing experiences, tips and work on our 
operating skills. 


Confessions by a POTA addict 


| enjoy Parks-On-The-Air (POTA) activities because it 
takes my back to my roots as a Boy Scout. | also view 
my POTA activations as a private Field Day event. It is 
me and my equipment against Mother Nature and the 
Gods of Propagation. The success, or failure, of the 
activation is my own responsibility. 


In October 2023 | decided to challenge myself and 
pursue several POTA activator awards. 


The “Kilo” award is for making 1,000 QSOs from the 
same park. 


That 


William Leger 
WA2WL 


has submitted proof of 
one thousand QSOs from the 
same Parks on the Air entity: 


(K-6462) Garret Mountain, 
Reservation State Park 


My radio outfit is semi-simple. | use a Kenwood 590sg 
because it can handle the heat generated by non-stop 
FT4/FT8 operation. This mode of operation demands 
a 720 WH/60AH (Ampere Hour) Bioenno battery for 
multiple park activations. 


A 17ft MFJ-1979 and a Wolf River Coil SB1000 
comprise the antenna system. The antenna and coil 
are either mounted on my car hitch (Breedlove 
mount) or on a tripod. | bring a RigExpert analyzer 
with me to help with tuning the loading coil. 
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iler hitch mount. 


SE 


The antenna mounted on tra 


| also bring a Kenwood AT-230 matchbox as a 
standby, to beat a stubborn antenna system into 
submission — but | lose about 10 watts of power. 


The “Eagle’s Nest” Repeat Offender award is for 
activating the same park 100 times. 


That 


4 William Leger 
‘és: sa WA2WL 
9 has submitted proof of having at 
=EAGLE’S NEST Teast 10 SOs from the same 
iad Parks on the Air entity more than 
100 times. 
(US-6462) Garret Mountain 
Reservation State Park 
Entity 
07/30/2024 Sip 
Date Jason Johnston, W3AAX, POTA Coordinator 


The “N1CC” award is for activating 10 parks on 10 
different bands at each park. 


James F. LaPorta Award 


In memory of N1CC 
has submitted proof of QSOs 


N1CC == 
from ten different Parks on the Air at: 
entities on ten different bands each. ®® 86 ae a] i. 

= fe} i N 
oa ; 


El] Wb f= Sa 
TEN, est 


Jason Johnston, W3AAX 
POTA Coordinator 


That 


William Leger 
WA2WL 


Reference / Bands 
US-6462 40M 20M 70CM 2M 1.25M 17M 15M 12M 10M 30M 
US-1622 30M 40M 15M 17M 26M 12M 10M 2M 1.254 70CM 


|Us-0751 2M 70CM 20M 17M 15M 4oM 30M 10M 6M 1.254 
US-6461 10M 12M 15M 17M 20M 40M 30M 6M 2M 1.254 

[Us-1619 20M 40m 2M 1.25M 70CM 30M 17M 15M 12M 6M 
US-4556 20M 2M 1.25M 70CM 40M 36M 17M 15M 12M 6M 
[Us-e456 2M 1.25M 70CM 20M 10M GM 30M 40M 17M 154 
US-8051 2M 1.25M 7@CM 20M 10M 40M 30M 1SM 17M 12M 


08/11/2024 


US-8249 20M 2M 1.25M 70CM 40M 30M 15M 17M 12M 10M 
| 2 Date 


US-7585 2M 1.25M 70CM 20M 30M 40M 12M 10M 17M 15M 


Continued on next page. 
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Portable-Ops SIG, cont’d 


Garret Mountain (US-6462) was my choice for the first 
two awards. The “N1CC” award required some planning 
and multiple trips to certain parks. 


Most of my activations are done from within my car 
because it has a good ground-plane. In the summer, the 
car turns into a sweat box and in the winter it becomes a 
refrigerator. Given a choice, | will take snow with a minus 
15 wind chill over a 100 degree heat index. 


The sun is my biggest enemy at all times. It blinds me 
from seeing the computer screen and it takes an 
already hot radio and bakes it even more. 


To quote Mr. Rogers, can you say “thermal run-away”? 


My quest started in October 2023 and ended in August 
2024. | earned the three POTA awards that | set my 
sights on. 


The “Kilo” award was granted in December 2023. The 
“Eagle’s Nest” award was granted in July 2024 and the 
“N1CC” was granted in August 2024. 


My wife said that | also qualified for the “Loony Bin” 
award for waking at 5am to be at Garret Mountain at 
6am. But, this is what you have to do right now to work 
the 30m and 40m bands before the sun kills them for 
the next 12 hours. 


The frequency bands have been tough for most of 2024 
and the Gods of Propagation are NOT going to listen to 
your complaints. | waited almost 20 minutes at 
Spruce Run (US-6461) for one single 6m contact. 


There is another simpler reason to be at a park early; 
it is summer and picnic tables get grabbed very quickly 
— especially if you venture to a park with a lake, like 
Round Valley. 


Sorry: “Park Closed — Full”. 


My advice for those who want to follow in my 
footsteps: stay at home and watch re-runs of the 
“Ren and Stimpy” show! Nah, GO FOR IT! 


It was pleasure on one trip to meet Tony (W2UD) and 
Wayde (WA2DE), who are also leaving their mark on 
Garret Mountain. 


On a quest like this (to get these awards), you gather a 
flock of hunters. Brian (N2BTD) hunted me down on 
numerous occasions. 


The people you meet the most at parks are former ham 
radio operators from the “good old days”. They have 
moved to other interests but are glad to see that the 
hobby is still alive. 
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The biggest problem that | encountered was ticks, at 
Allamuchy and Harriman. They carpet bombed me from 
the trees overhead. 


| must give thanks to Gene Ottenheimer (WO2W) who 
came with me on many of the “N1CC” activation trips 
and while doing his own activation. Gene, smartly, had 
no desire to baby sit me on top of Garret Mountain 
with 6 inches of snow the ground. 


To learn more about James F. LaPorta, aka N1CC, please 
search the internet. He had an impressive career and 
ham radio background. 


Nicc 


ex - K6SXX,WAGISO, DL4LA, W5SQGZ, W5SLA 


= 
\sehain 
JIM LA PORTA Sw y 
454 HIGH ST. EXTENSION 
t~ 


THOMASTON ,CT. O6787 


COMMUNICATIONS THROUGH THE AGES 


This picture of me was taken by Gene at Round Valley 
(US-7505) after | activated it for the N1CC award. 


_ eal by Bill eal WA2WL 
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Portable-Ops SIG, cont’d 
Parks On The Air - New Jersey 


With POTA being so popular, not just worldwide but 
here in our little corner of the world, | noticed 
something lacking — a New Jersey POTA group. 


So | created a Facebook group POTA - New Jersey for all 
the NJ area POTAholics to share their experiences. 


Since we still have excellent weather we had our first 
POTA NJ “meet up” recently on Sunday August 25 at 
Garret Mountain US-6462. We had total throughout the 
day around 20 people attend, a great showing for the 
first meet up! We had quite the antenna farm setup, 
ordered delicious NJ pizza & wings, and even got a 
newcomer his first ever POTA activation in the log! 


The Garret Mountain POTA meet up is usually on the 
last Sunday of the month from 9am-2pm, give or take. 
Stay tuned to the POTA NJ Facebook & Instagram for 
announcements! 


Facebook Group: 


POTA - New Jersey 
@nj2pota 
— Chris Kerrigan KE2NJ 


Instagram: 


sae 


KE2NJ_at-US-8319 
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DX Special Interest Group Update 


ake DX 


IT'S SEVENTEEN HUNDRED HOURS, 


UM, YOURE NOT IN THE NAVY 
ANY MORE. PEOPLE WILL 
THINK YOU HAVE A PROBLEM 
\F YOU KEEP USING MILITARY 
TIME. BESIDES, IT ISNT EVEN 
FIVE O'CLOCK. 


YOU HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 


The use of "Zulu" (UTC) time is an essential today for 
logging purposes, especially when working DX stations, 
or when operating in a contest. UTC stands for 
*U*niversal C*oordinated *T*ime. When our log data 
is entered in LoTW, UTC must be used so that the club 
receives proper credit for all new entities worked. UTC 
time is always written without a colon, e.g., 2100Z, not 
21:00Z. 


Simply put... 

To change local time to UTC: 
EDST add 4 hours to get time in UTC. 
EST add 5 hours to get time in UTC. 


NOTE: 0000Z (UTC) marks the beginning of the next 
day, so when EDST applies, 8:00 PM EDST = 0000Z 
(Midnight, so the date changes to the next day). 


During EST, 7:00 PM EST = 0000Z (Midnight, on the next 
day). 


Please keep ALL station logs in UTC from now on. 
Thanks, 


Fred, KR2H 
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LETTERS 


An Open Letter to all FLARC Members 
Thank you for being part of our FLARC family. 


FLARC is proud to be one of the largest and best 
amateur radio clubs in New Jersey. We’re known as 
“The Friendliest Club Around” because we welcome a 
diverse group of licensed amateurs and _ those 
interested in becoming amateurs to our big tent. We 
endeavor to provide as much help, support and 
encouragement as we can, especially to newly licensed 
hams with questions about technical matters and 
operating a station. 


FLARC has many activities in various special interest 
areas, and we participate in a number of local events 
every year. We have something that most other radio 
clubs don’t have — a real clubhouse, provided by the 
Borough of Fair Lawn, with five complete, state-of-the- 
art stations covering HF to VHF, with capabilities for SSB, 
FM, CW and FT8, just waiting to be operated by you. 


We also have two workbenches, a large tool chest and 
test equipment for project building or equipment 
testing and repair. 


The club is open Tuesdays, Fridays, and usually Sunday 
mornings also, for informal get-togethers, with monthly 
Business Meetings held at the Fair Lawn Senior Center. 


But our activities require the participation of our 
members, and that’s why I’m writing to you. Out of 
more than 100 members, only a fraction ever visit our 
excellent club station, or participate in our field 
activities, Special Interest Groups, or attend our 
Business Meetings. Clubs, especially amateur radio 
clubs, are all about “fraternity,” based on our common 
interests. That’s probably why you joined FLARC — for 
the friendship and camaraderie. 


Everybody has something of value to contribute, and 
there’s a place for you in FLARC. You don’t have to be 
an engineer or a hotshot operator, but you probably 
have valuable knowledge and skills from which we can 
all benefit. 


This is your club, and if you’re not participating, you’re 
not getting your money’s worth. So why don’t you 
come down to the club, reconnect and get involved? 
You’ll be most welcome! 


73, Fred KR2H ¢ FLARC President 
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EmComm SIG Updates 
[Emergency Communications via Ham Radio] 


Amateur radio operators use their training, skills, and equipment to 
provide communications during emergencies. Hams serve our 
communities when storms or other disasters damage critical 
communication infrastructure, including cell towers, and wired and 
wireless networks. Amateur radio can function completely 
independently of the internet and phone systems. An amateur radio 
station can be set up almost anywhere in minutes. Hams can quickly 
raise a wire antenna in a tree or on a mast, connect it to a radio and 
power source, and communicate effectively with others. 


Over the past year NNJ ARES has been rebuilding 
its efforts to become a viable resource in times of 
need and emergencies. Thanks to the hard work of 
Doc Jim Kennedy K2PHD, Ed Schuhlien KC2HNP, 
Jim Breheny N2JLF, Yigal Rechman K2EFG and 
many others we have been successful in getting 
another chance by clients and some government 
agencies to be used in that manner. So ARES now 
has many upcoming opportunities to demonstrate 
their capabilities starting in September. 


Sep. 7: there will be the NY/NJ Empire Challenge. 
This is an interoperability Civil Support Operations 
(CSO) exercise inclusive of NYG SDF, NYNM, Army 
and Air Force MARS, DHSES, DHS SHARES and CAP. 
SHARES operators will be collecting County Status 
Messages (CSM) from their respective counties. 


Sep. 14: There will be an ARES Training Session at 
the American Red Cross HQ, 209 Fairfield Rd, 
Fairfield, NJ at 09:30 am. Anyone interested in 
EmComms is welcome to attend and _ join 
our Team. WinLink [email by radio] is one topic. 


Sep. 14&15: Toughman Triathlon Harriman State 
Park, NY. Radio operators help in the safety and 
support of the event. Several FLARC members have 
already signed up — come join us. 


Sep. 28&29: The 2024 Bike MS: City to Shore Ride. 
Support the event with SAG Comms, Staff & 
Situation Vehicle Comms, Rest Area Comms and 
Route Check Point Comms. 


October 5: A more formal exercise for ARES. 
We will be working with the Red Cross in their 
Annual ARC/ARES Simulated Emergency Test. We 
will set up Comms at simulated (but “real time”) 
shelters in order to pass voice and digital Traffic to 
the appropriate agencies or persons. 


For more information reach out to: 
N2JLF Jim Breheny NENJ ARES DEC 
at N2JLF@arrl.net or 201 281-4156. 
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And = 


BREAKFAST 
CLUB 


The Sunday Morning Breakfast Club « 8/18/2024 


We had a fun and productive morning at the clubhouse for 
our weekly “Sunday Morning Breakfast Club” gathering. 


We started off with bagels (W2KNG,) smoked salmon 
(W2MSA,) cream cheese (WI2W,) and coffee and OJ. Yum! 


The workbench was busy with Mike KD2YEW repairing a 
coax jumper ... 
se NL 


a 
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Nomar, NP4H came down to the clubhouse this morning with 
the specific goal of working the N5J Jarvis Island DXpedition 
using the club's excellent station. Nomar used the Kenwood 
TS-870 at Station 5 and the OptiBeam Yagi on 15M pointed 
due west into the middle of the Pacific Ocean. 


Nomar was all smiles after making contact on 15M CW! 
Nomar also worked N5J as W2NPT adding to FLARC's DX 
total. Well done, Nomar! 


Not wanting to miss out on the fun Steve WI2W, 
Noel W2MSA, and Fred KR2H, each took turns working N5J 
- resulting in 5 ATNOs (all time new ones) in their logs. 
Great Fun! Our clubhouse station rocks! 


} wa = z 
soy , 


ag | 
To wrap up the morning, Noel replaced a broken connector 
on the HF Vertical coaxial feed-line that attaches to the back 
of the antenna patch panel. 


Steve picked up a couple of different sized N connectors at 
the RMARC hamfest yesterday morning and assisted Noel in 
replacing the connector. 


It was challenging to replace the connector on the end of the 
coax as we had to work with the short length of coax 
suspended behind the patch panel. We are happy to report 
that the HF vertical is back in service! 


— Reported by Steve WI2W 
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ELECTRONIC 
DUES PAYMENTS 
ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE! 


FLARC dues, new and renewal — and even donations! — 
can now be made on-line ... 


Until permanent arrangements can be made, several fiduciaries of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
have graciously agreed to forward electronic payments to the Club’s bank account. 
Payments can be made using either PayPal or Zelle account. 


P PayPal 


e Log into your PayPal account 


@ Locate the Send Money function e Log into your Zelle account 
e Use the following email address as the recipient: ss 
1947xyzabc1 ae mail.com : e Use the following phone number 
as the recipient: 201-240-9317 
e Enter the appropriate $ amount for your dues 
e Inthe notes section, 


e Inthe notes section, include your Call Sign include your Call Sign and 
and what year(s) the dues are for what year(s) the dues are for 
e@ When prompted, indicate that you are 
“Sending to a friend” 


Once complete, you may — for added assurance - send a screenshot to 
treasurer@FairLawnARC.or 


— please be sure to redact any personal information — 
(e.g. bank account number, balance, etc.) 


For both new and renewal, please complete the Membership Application form at 
https://FairLawnARC.com/membership.pdf 


with your current info and either give it to a club officer 
or mail it to the address on the form. 


For additional information on club membership, visit 
http://membership.FairLawnARC.org 


Visit the club website at http://FairLawnARC.org for info about the club, 
club activities, club history and our club 2-meter repeater. 
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For a PDF form that can be filled in on-line, then printed and mailed with check, CLICK HERE 
Or you can print this page, fill it in and mail to the address shown at the bottom. 


FAIR LAWN 
se 


ELENA TING ~~ 6 


N OAS 5 1056 
2021 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 
Fair Lawn Recreation and Community Center 


10-10 20th Street 
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 


MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 


Name Call 
Address PO Box Ste./Apt # 
City State Zip 
Roster Published Phone # Unpublished Phone # 

Roster Published EMAIL License class: 


Check all that apply ARRL Member ? RACES Member ? ARES Member ? CERT? VE? 
Additional Family Members (In same household) -- 
Name. Call 
Name. Call 
Introductory and Student Membership $ 20 Ss 


(Students under the age of 18 eligible for student membership) 
(Introductory membership open to new members 
or not a member in last 7 yrs) 


Associate Membership * (No Fee) 
* Open to Fair Lawn Residents Only. No voting rights or other privileges. 


Renewal of Current Membership $ 25 $ 

Three Year Renewal Incentive $ 65 $ 
(Single memberships only, family memberships excluded) 

Additional Family Members # at S$ 5 each $ 

Life Membership $ 625 $ 

Senior Life Membership (65 yrs. of age or over) $ 250 $ 

Equipment Fund Donation, above regular membership dues $ 


Total submitted $ 


Date 
Thereby acknowledge the By laws and rules and regulations of the club and will abide by them as amended 


Please Note: Memberships are NOT Pro-Rated. Membership is from Jan 1° to Dec. 31 of any given year unless documented otherwise. 
Please make your dues check payable to the “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” and remit to the following address: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: Treasurer 
10-10 20 Street 
Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
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Complete this form for NEW or RENEWAL ARRL membership and give to FLARC Treasurer [David Gotlib KD2MOB] with your payment check. 


The National Association for 


Amateur Radio® 


Membership Application 


XO New OX Renew OH Previous Member 0 Unlicensed 

Name Call Sign 
Address 

City. State ZIP 
Email Phone 

Date of Birth / / 


My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: ($12 per member) 


Name Call Sign 
Name Call Sign 
01 Please note my new address 01 | do not want my name and address made available for non-ARRL related mailings 


Your Annual Membership Dues* Member Benefits 


Circle Your Choice (rates effective Jan. 1, 2024) : F 
Your membership supports benefits, services, 


pot Year | 3 Years | and programs that keep you active and on 
Standard membership $174 the air. 
Family (same membership exp. date and address) Membership Includes: 
Student (must be under age 26) | $30 | - Access to four digital magazines and 
; ; : : archives (QST, On the Air, QEX, & NCJ) 
Blind (requires one-time statement of legal blindness) 


+ Unlimited courses through the ARRL 
Learning Center (learn.arrl.org) 


Add-on ARRL Subscriptions + Logbook of The World®, contests, and 


QST, ARRL’s membership journal for active radio amateurs. award programs 


01 Year $25* C3 Years $75* .and more! 


On the Air, For beginner-to-intermediate-level radio amateurs. *A print subscription for QST and/or On the Air requires 


* os an ARRL membership. Dues and subscription rates are 
C1 Year $25 O13 Years $75 subject to change without notice and are non-refundable 


Payment Information 
$ Total Charge to: 0 Visa OC MasterCard O AmEx 0 Discover 1 Check Enclosed 
Card Number Expiration Date 


Card Holder’s Signature 


Toll Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 - ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111-1400 


membership@arrl.org + www.arrl.org/join 


CLUB 
form rev 1/24 
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September 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting 


After the September meeting minutes are available, they will be 
included here and the September RESONATOR will be "re-issued" 
as the official copy. 


We wanted to release the September issue as soon as possible, as 
there is some time-sensitive info and we try to publish as early each 
month as possible. 
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September 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont’d. 
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September 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont'd. 
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September 2024 
FLARC Business Meeting, cont'd. 
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